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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – August 5, 2019 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Robert Goodrich, Jane 
Johnson and Linda Hunt.  
 
ABSENT  
Roberta Visser 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Jeff Taylor, Bruce Bohannon, Town Administrator Michael Branley, Finance Director Theresa Lounder and resident 
Steve Stepenuck  
 
MINUTES 
The members considered the minutes from the meeting of May 6, 2019.  
 

There was a motion by Hunt to approve the minutes of meeting of May 6, 2019. There was a second to 
the motion by Johnson and no further discussion. All were in favor except Goodrich who abstained. 
Motion passed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Resignation 
Smith read a letter of resignation from Miguel Picanco.  
 
Property Acquisition 
Branley was present to speak about the Town acquiring a portion of State Route 32 on Swanzey Lake Road – 
donation 55 acres which are primarily wetlands. The owners are keeping a few acres with the house. The 
Conservation Commission needs to comment on the potential purchase. He provided a copy of the plans for the 
property. Goodrich asked if there is anything the Town would need to do. Branley said there will not be a 
conservation easement at this time. Johnson said this issue would come before the Planning Board as well. 
Johnson said that the Open Space Committee recommended acquiring the land as a natural recreation area for 
bird-watching and other nature activity.  
 

Motion was made by Hunt to approve the acquisition of a portion of 132 Swanzey Lake Road, Map 30, Lot 
11 and otherwise known as the Granquist property, second by Goodrich. No further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
Wetlands Permit 
Branley also spoke about the need for action on the Fire Pond on Old Richmond Road. He said bids will come back 
this fall for completing the work of removing silt from the pond. He said he was hoping for an expedited permit. 
Branley noted the dam will be cut down below the threshold for State jurisdiction. Goodrich said the Fire 
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Department used to hold a fishing contest at the pond. But it has become silted up and not sufficient for use by 
the Fire department. 
 

Motion by Johnson to support the expedited permit for work planned to dredge the fire pond and 
authorize the Chair to sign it, second by Goodrich, with no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Riley Property Site Assessment Proposal for Invasive Plant Species 
Jeff Taylor was present to discuss spraying the area to eliminate invasive plants. He said he treated the land sin 
2014 or 2015 and there are more invasive plants there now. Taylor asked if the Commission members want to 
also include invasive plants in neighboring Town land. Taylor provided a proposal to deal with the invasive plants. 
He would perform a field analysis in November with the goal of spraying in the spring. He noted he is a 
horticultural professional and therefore he can do the treatment and not require a permit for pesticide control 
from the state of New Hampshire. Taylor gave an estimate of costs, not to exceed $550. 
 
He spoke about the precautions he would take – and his license allows him to treat up to water’s edge. He said he 
treats away from the water with low volumes applied to leaves where the treatment won’t drop back into the 
water. He said this is the treatment for knotweed. He said he can also work from a boat; he sprays over the bank 
of the river so as not to impact the water.  
 
Stepenuck asked about what was needed to prune back shrubs and small trees to clear passage for a canoe or 
kayak. Taylor said he thought that as long as you are just pruning and not impacting on the root system, a permit 
isn’t needed for pruning branches at Ash Brook that are over-hanging the brook. 
 
Smith asked about the spraying cost in the spring. Taylor said it would be difficult to give an estimate now given 
he isn’t sure what plants would be involved and would need to determine the area that would be treated. 
Johnson said she thought it might be around $2,000 to $2,500 and Taylor said it might be as much as $3,000. 
Johnson asked if new plants could crowd out invasive plants and Taylor said there are some types of plants that 
could do that. Taylor said the birds are the biggest problem and it would be helpful to have volunteers do hand 
and tool pulling so as to keep the plants from going to seed. 
 

Motion was made by Hunt to approve Taylor to make an invasive plant control assessment at a cost of 
$550, with delivery of the assessment to the committee by the beginning of 2020. Johnson seconded the 
motion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
Stepenuck has volunteered to be in touch with Taylor when he is doing the assessment. 
 
Taylor noted the Invasive Academy training and said it was well worth attending the event. 
 
Rail Trail Advisory Committee (RTAC) – request for $5,000 for 2020 
Discussion was held regarding the request for funds in support of the federal Transportation Alternative Program 
(TAP) grant. Bohannon was present to ask for funds from the Commission to help the RTAC with the required 
matching funds. The Commission approved $5,000 donation for 2018, another $5,000 is for 2019 which was 
documented in Minutes of September 4, 2018. He asked that another $5,000 be considered by the Commission 
for 2020 if he no longer is able to collect the $5,000 originally approved for 2018. 
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There was some confusion about whether the original money for 2018 was still available. Theresa Lounder said 
the money is there and all that needs to be done is for Bohannon to submit bills against the $10,000 already 
authorized. 
 
Lake/Muster Annual Monitoring Reports from Steve Walker 

 Smith referred to the Muster Field report completed by Steve Walker Director of the Conservation Land 
Stewardship Program – recommendation was for the Town to consider building a parking area and a gate 
at the beginning of the dirt road on Pine Street so as to prevent vehicles going all the way to the river. 
People are going beyond the gate that is near the river by cutting trees to access the river.  
 

Johnson moved to table this issue until the members of the commission could visit the property 
to see what is going on. Second by Hunt, and there was no further discussion. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 

 As for the Swanzey Lake Rd. monitoring report, the encroachment still exists on Town property where the 
State holds a conservation easement. Smith asked Branley to provide a status report. Branley said 
remediation has been done and the position of the Town of Swanzey is that removing the boulder would 
do more site damage than leaving it in place. However, the recent communication dated May 20, 2019 
from the Attorney General’s office indicates that the State will take injunctive relief against the Town in 
Superior Court if the Town doesn’t proceed with correcting the situation. Branley took a copy of the 
communication for further review. 

 
Invasive Plants Academy Training 
Smith passed out a memo about the academy being held September 26-27, 2019 and asked if anyone was 
interested. Hunt said she was interested in attending. 
 
Culvert Replacement Panel 
Smith passed out an email from Barbara Richter about culvert replacement for restoration of aquatic organism 
passage. It was noted that Falls Brook culvert was replaced by Cheshire County Conservation District and Amanda 
Little who is District Manager would be a better source about culvert replacement for this purpose.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Mt Cresson Management Forestry Plan – Status 
Smith reported that the forestry plan is still being worked on so there is no information at this time. 
 
Moosewood Ecological Invoice for June 2019 
Smith passed out the invoice from Moosewood for June in the amount of $907.50 for Task II – Ecological 
Assessments. Smith said Jeff Littleton said he would be happy to come into a meeting to talk about the status of 
his research. 
 

Motion was made by Goodrich to pay Invoice of July 2, 2019 from Moosewood Ecological in the amount 
of $907.50 for Task II – Ecological Assessments. There was a second by Hunt and no further discussion. All 
were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
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Smith passed out the report for January to July 2019. The members reviewed the report without comment. 
 
New Recreation Director 
Smith passed out the press release announcing the hiring of Aaron Cherry as Recreation Director. 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
Johnson spoke about needing site walks when wetlands permits come before the Conservation Commission. 
 
Smith said that Jeremy Turner reported via email that Meadowsend is completing invasive species work behind 
the Carpenter Home. 
 
Next Meeting:  Motion by Hunt to have the next meeting September 9, 2019 at 1 pm, second by Johnson, and 
no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Hunt and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:41 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


